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haves himself with, so much humility, so much serious gravity, that, in short, 'tis the wonder and surprise of all that know him,
Fa. Pray how long has this alteration appeared in him ?
Wife. About three months, I believe.
Fa. I wish you had told my daughter this.
Wife. It was impossible I should have brought such a thing in, that knew nothing of the circumstance.
Fa. Nay, if you had, she would not have believed a word of it; on the contrary, she would have taken it all for a trick of mine, and that I had invited you hither on purpose to bring in such a story.
Wife. Let me alone for that again another time ; I hope you will give the young ladies leave to return this visit; I design to invite them to come and see me.
Upon this foot the discourse ended for that time, and all thoughts of the match for the eldest daughter with the son of that gentlewoman being laid aside for the present, the old lady, at parting, in a very friendly manner, invited the young ladies to her house, and they promised to come, and the father said aloud he would come and bring them.
It was not long before the young ladies put their father in mind of his appointment; for being mightily pleased with the old gentlewoman, they had a great mind to pay the visit, that the acquaintance might be settled. Their father appointed the next day, but being interrupted just at the time he intended to go, he caused them to go without him, and send the coach back for him to come after them when his business was done.
While they were here, the good old gentlewoman, who entertained them with great civility, diverted them with everything she could think of; and after